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South Pavilion, South Dependency, and Kitchen Yard



Map of the Monticello Mountaintop
Note the location of the Dry Well

Dry Well MRS-1

South Pavilion

South Dependency
Wing

Map Courtesy of Derek Wheeler



Memorandum Page, ca. 1770

“in digging my dry well, at the depth 
of 14f. I observed one digger, one filler, 
one drawer at the windlass with a basket 
at each end of his rope very accurately 
gave one another full emploiment [sic]
but note it was a yellow rotten stone 
with a great many hard stones as large 
as a man’s head and some larger, or else 
the digger would have had time to spare.  
They dug and drew out 8. cubical yds in a day”



N-59 (recto) Plans for Dependency Extending from South Pavilion

Monticello Historic Structure Report, Volume 1.  Prepared by Mesick Cohen Waite Architects, 1991.  N-59.
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Well

Date:
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N32 – Plans for Dependency Extending from South Pavilion 

Dry Well

South Pavilion

Thomas Jefferson Papers, An Electronic Archive: Architectural Drawings, circa 1772-1819.  The Massachusetts Historical Society, 2003.  N-32.



N-56: Plans for Specialty Rooms Below Monticello

Thomas Jefferson Papers, An Electronic Archive: Architectural Drawings, circa 1772-1819.  The Massachusetts Historical Society, 2003.  N-56.
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Six
In Situ

Wine Bottles



Contents of “Sealed” Wine Bottles

Cranberries

Cherries



Buried Wine Bottles at Wetherburn Tavern, Williamsburg VA

Black and White photos: Hume, Ivor Noel.  Colonial Williamsburg Archaeological Series No. 3: Archaeology and Wetherburn’s Tavern.  Williamsburg: Colonial Wiliamsburg 
Inc., 1969.

Color photo: Poole, Meredith. “A Short History of Archaeology at Colonial Williamsburg.”  Colonial Wiliamsburg. 
http://research.history.org/Archaeological_Research/Features/History.cfm



Approximate Location of Dry 
Well from South Pavilion



Approximate Location of Dry 
Well from South Pavilion

Beginning Dry Well    
Excavations



Approximate Location of Dry 
Well from South Pavilion

Beginning Dry Well    
Excavations

Completion of Dry Well 
Excavations



Dry Well Area
Plan Drawing

Utility Lines →

Dry Well

Courtesy of Don Gaylord



Dry Well
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Creamware Decoration by Genre
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Porcelain Decoration by Genre
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Dry Well Harris Matrix



CATEGORY COUNT

General Artifacts 4450

Ceramics 1879

Glass 1854

Tobacco Pipes 94

Buckle 9

Button 7

Utensil 7

TOTAL 8300

Total Counts by Artifact Category



Ceramic Counts by Ware Type

WARE TYPE COUNT

Creamware 850

White Salt Glaze 327

Chinese Porcelain 242

Delftware and Tin Enamel 204

Redware 83

Coarse EW unid. 42

British Stoneware 32

Fulham 27

Buckley 13

Pearlware 12

Whieldon Type 12

Refined EW unid. 9

Non-Chinese Porcelains 7

North Midlands Slip 5

Whiteware 4

Westwerwald 3

American Stoneware 2

Ironstone 2

Stoneware unid. 2

Native American 1

TOTAL 1879



Ceramic Counts by Form

FORM COUNT

Unid: Tableware 856

Unidentifiable 450

Unid: Teaware 178

Unid: Utilitarian 128

Saucer 89

Bowl 40

Plate 35

Mug/can 25

Flower Pot 22

Teabowl 18

Basket 17

Platter 10

Teacup 3

Storage Vessel 3

Chamberpot 2

Tureen 2

Pitcher/ewer 1

TOTAL 1879



SG MCD Sample Size

4 1778 307

6 1776 1671

7 1771 329

8 1778 654

9 1775 163

10 1780 484

11 1776 155

Feature 
MCD 1783 3763

BLUE 
MCD 1786 3763

Context MCD

357AD 1768

354M 1770

356F 1771

357H 1771

357AC 1771

352H 1774

352L 1775

357G 1776

352P 1778

352AB 1778

356E 1779

356G 1779

352AC 1780

356AC 1786

MCDs by Contexts and SGs



SG MCD Sample Size

7 1771 329

9 1775 163

6 1776 1671

11 1776 155

4 1778 307

8 1778 654

10 1780 484

Feature MCD 1783 3763

BLUE MCD 1786 3763

SGs Arranged Chronologically



Tobacco Pipe TPQs

Stratigraphic Group Sum Quantity x 64ths Average Mean Date

SG03 15 61 4.07 1776.26

SG04 15 56 3.73 1789.01

SG05 0 N/A N/A N/A

SG06 17 74 4.35 1765.31

SG07 4 17 4.25 1769.25

SG08 4 16 4 1778.81

SG09 5 22 4.4 1763.51

SG10 2 8 4 1778.81

SG11 7 28 4 1778.81

Total 69 282 4.09 1775.48



Labeled wine bottle 
decanter with copper 
wheel engraved 
“MADEIRA” label and 
botanical elements

1760 – 1775

Glass Decoration TPQs



Glass Decoration TPQs

Air Twist Stemware
1740 - 1770

Enamel Twist Stemware
1750 - 1780
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Evidence from the Kitchen

Cast Iron Vessel Lid Fragment

Carbonized peach pits, corn kernels, 
sorghum seeds

Burned fragments of slipware 
coarse earthenware



Molded brick fragments 
from Dry Well

Brick Similar to South Pavilion 
Chimney Bricks: SG9

Water Table
Brick:
SG8

Cornice
Stretcher

Brick:
SG10



Thomas Jefferson Papers, An Electronic Archive: Architectural Drawings, circa 1772-1819.  The Massachusetts Historical Society, 2003.  N-56.

Plan for Cellars and Bows

South Bow North Bow



To Recap…

• Construction: Winter of 1771-1772
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• Use: Cold Food Storage from approx. 1771-1783
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• Construction: Winter of 1771-1772

• Use: Cold Food Storage from approx. 1771-1783

• Abandonment: Final Filling in approx. 1783



To Recap…

• Construction: Winter of 1771-1772

• Use: Cold Food Storage from approx. 1771-1783

• Abandonment: Final Filling in approx. 1783

• Fill: Secondary Deposits from House, Kitchen, and 
Construction Sources dating from 1768-1783
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