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The Stewart-Watkins Site

historical and archaeological background

Spatial Structure of Artifact Classes Artifact Size and Spatial Structure Diversity and Richness

At the Stewart-Watkins Site

Research by Boone (1987)
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only lived at the site for a year. The dwelling
appears to have been abandoned and
dismantled following Watkins' departure in

artifact classes (O’Connell
1987). These Surfer maps
highlight those values that

Site 8 midden features located adjacent to previously excavated dwellings

Also, when accounted for sample size, the richness of an
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Dr. Barbara Heath headed the excavation of ' !; the site wide median. They Research by Dr. Sara Bon-Harper (2009) the general artifact assemblage as defined by DAACS. Stewart-W atkins. Site
the site and her subsequent analysis of the i ' also are calculated using a shows that the spatial arrangement of artifact
architectural remains led to several conclusions e B count density value to size at the 18™ century domestic sites of

enslaved African Americans reflects the
maintenance of yard space. Her work relies
on a measure of artifact size (ASI) based on
artifact counts and a binomial approximation
of the Gaussian distribution using the
proportion of small artifacts in an assemblage.

(Heath 1999¢c: 208-209).

*The materials used for the building reflected
the impermanent status of transient white
workmen employed by Jefferson.

account for varying quadrat

sizes.

Discussion and Future Research

*The construction details such as the raised,

The concentrations of tools and industrial artifacts to the
northwest of the house and the higher proportion of brick and
nails south of the third roundabout indicate the presence of
additional activity areas at the Stewart-Watkins site. The main
pattern of difference with regard to artifacts size between Site 8
and Stewart-Watkins is represented in the distribution of large
ceramics immediately surrounding the house at Stewart-Watkins.
Whereas at Site 8 the larger ceramics and wine bottle glass exhibit

wooden floor provided a greater degree of
safety and convenience for the workmen than

that enjoyed by their enslaved counterparts.
*The size of the building established the status
of it's occupants clearly above that of the
enslaved folks at Monticello
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represented a concentration of domestic

artifacts (7999¢: 209-210). 1n terms of social
status, the artifact assemblage at the Stewart-
Watkins Site contained "...unvaried and worn
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there is a distinction between .
refined earthenware (dinner o
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ceramics, limited faunal remains indicative of a

relatively monotonous meat diet, and a quantity

of salvaged industrial materials and 10.3. SURFER distribution map of industrial artifacts at the
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(utilitarian and storage vessels).
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This poster will expand on Heath’s work to
include an analysis of the quadrats excavated in

Results from the Monticello
Plantation Archaeological
Survey suggest that

the areas to the north, west, and south of the
domestic structure with a hope of identifying
additional activity areas at the site. Also, we will
compare the Stewart-Watkins site to more
recently excavated slave-quarter sites at

functional variation among
sites is manifest in the
relative proportions of
ceramics, wine bottle glass
and nails (Neiman et al.
2008).

Monticello using artifact size distribution as a

means for identifying differential use of space.
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